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Center Shifting of and Mode Change in World Sinology in the 21st Century
XU Bao—feng
( College of Humanities Beijing Language and Culture University Beijing 100083 China)

Abstract: Sinology plays an indispensable role in and exerts a pervasive influence on the acceptance
and dissemination of Chinese culture on the international level. However we should not equate the
current global development and prosperity of Sinology with the overseas prosperity of Chinese culture.
Neither should we equate sinologists’ personal interest in Chinese culture with the universal interest
in it evinced by the heterogeneous cultures of the world. In a long period of history the imbalance in
world Chinese studies itself will still exist. The domestic academic circles should gradually change
the Western—centered view of research in Sinology since the movement of “disseminating Western
learning to the Orient” to a trend of “disseminating Oriental learning to the West” with China as the
center. Only when Sinology is studied under the light of China as a center can Sinology overseas dis—
cover that efforts in studying Chinese culture made at home and abroad are interlinked can they cor—
rect the biases caused by cognitive differences and can they eliminate the “bidirectional deletion “
that exist between native country’ s research in Chinese culture and the theoretical modality of Sinol-
0gy.

Key Words: Word Sinology; center shifting; mode adjustment

158



